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3000 DOCUMENTS CONDEMNING  
FREEMASONRY

Father Paolino Esposito Rosario Franco found about 3000 
documents condemning the Catholic Church towards 
Freemasonry. 

In another text "Church and Freemasonry" the Conventual 
Franciscan Father Zbigniew Sucheki, identifies 600 
documents drawn up by various Popes against Freemasonry. 

The text publishes the minutes of the Plenary Congregation that the 
Pontifical Commission for the Revision of the Code of Canon Law held 
from 20 to 29 October 1981.



THE FIRST EXCOMMUNICATION
“In Eminenti Apostolatus Specula” was published on the 28th of April 1738 

The first result of the conflict  was the 
excommunication by Pope Clement XII 
(Lorenzo Corsini,1652-1740) in 1738 

The Pope condemned the so-called 
associations of “Free Masons or des Francs 
Maçons” by ordering bishops to act against 
the Masons, they were suspected of heresy



THE  FIRST EXCOMMUNICATION: 
CLEMENTE XII  -  LORENZO CORSINI 
(1652 - 1740)

The  Bull  'In  Eminent  Apostolatus  Specula' 
was  published  on  28  April  1738,  Pope 
Clement XII 

 Excommunicates  Freemasonry  as  if  it  were  a 
Christian  heresy,  a  Catholic  organization  that 
deviated from the correct doctrine of the Church 
of Rome. 



FRANCESCO STEFANO DI LORENA 
GRAND DUKE OF TUSCANY  

1708-1765

Francesco Stefano (1708-1765) became the heir of Gian 

Gastone De’ Medici and took over his possessions and 

titles. 

Francesco Stefano is a Freemason, the Pope and other 

Florentine majors were in favor of the inheritance being 

passed on to one of the sons of Elisabetta Farnese, wife 

of the King of Spain.



A LETTER FROM CARDINAL NERI 
CORSINI DELIVERED TO 

FRANCESCO STEFANO DI LORENA

The Grand Duke should have expelled Stock and Milord Raymond in 

allowing  the  Inquisition  to  arrest  two  of  the  main  culprits:  "pour 

arracher les recinse naissantes de sette et réduire yes actress à penitence. 

In addition, the Cardinal recommended a purge at the University of Pisa, 

removing  suspicious  professors  and  replacing  them  according  to  the 

suggestions of the Bishop of Pisa and Monsignor Cerati.



BARON VON PASTOR'S WORDS:

The  anti-Christian  spirit  of  this  society,  founded  in 
London in 1717, is clearly expressed in the constitutions 
published in 1723 by the Grand Lodge of London……

English Freemasonry soon spread across the continent 
and  favored  by  the  establishment  of  England  in  the 
Mediterranean at that time, it also took hold in Italy



THE LETTERS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE GRAND DUCHY:
ABBOT GIOVANNI ANTONIO TORNAQUINCI (MARQUIS AND ABBOT, 1680-1764), 

SECRETARY OF STATE, WROTE TO THE GRAND DUKE IN MAY 1739 

Tornaquinci  informs  the  Grand  Duke  about 
Crudeli’s arrest. 

British  resident  Ambassador  Horace  Mann  
(1706-1786)  had  suspended  the  arrest  of 
Cerretesi  

 Mann's authorization was required to be able to 
expel Baron Von Stock: ”... it was to be desired 
more  than  anything  else  for  the  Good  of 
Religion" State Archives of Florence - Council of Regency  running 339 

Letter from Abate Giovanni Antonio Tornaquinci (1680-1764), Segretario di 
Stato to Grand Duke Francesco Stefano di Lorena - May 1739



A letter dated 8 August 1739 attributable to 
the Pontiff himself or to a person who was 

very close to him 

“The poisonous plant would be landed which 
more and more is throwing its roots in 

Florence and expanding the infection of the 
most perverse maxims”

State Archives of Florence - Council of Regency  running 339 
Written memorandum sent by the Court of Rome to the 

Apostolic Nuncio in Vienna - 8 august 1739

FREEMASONRY IS A POISONOUS PLANT

The men of the Grand Duke then supervised the correspondence between Rome and Vienna



THE 45 QUESTIONS
AFTER A LONG PERIOD OF HARSH DETENTION, TOMMASO CRUDELI IS INTERROGATED 

AND THE INQUISITOR ASKS HIM 45 QUESTIONS FROM WHICH IT CLEARLY APPEARS THAT CRUDELI
  IS DETAINED FOR THE SOLE REASON THAT HE IS A FREEMASON AND THAT THE INQUISITOR SEEKS A CONFESSION WITH WHICH HE 

COULD ACT AGAINST OTHER FREEMASONS IF NOT THE GRAND DUKE HIMSELF:

Archivio di Stato di Firenze - Consiglio di Reggenza  filza 339, 
Letter from Minister Emmanuel de Nay Count de Richecourt  (1697-1768) to Grand Duke Francesco 

Stefano, sent from Florence to Vienna Firenze a Vienna - 18 august 1739 



Writes the Secretary of Royal Law Giulio Rucellai (1702-1778), Ministry 
of Justice, Professor at the University of Pisa) on August 1739

Su  concessione  del  Ministero  dei  Beni  e  delle 
Attività Culturali e del Turismo - Archivio di Stato 
di  Firenze  -  Consiglio  di  Reggenza  filza  n.339  - 
Lettera del Ministro Giulio Rucellai (1702-1778) al 
Ministro Emmanuel de Nay Count de Richecourt 
datata 12 agosto 1739

"The Frimasson Society is something quite secular, so that the Ecclesiastical can enter 
it, and much less the Inquisition, which can only belong to the causes of Faith …”

“there are many 
Catholic figures 
of importance 
even the 
Cardinals”



POLITICAL REFORMS AND SCIENTIFIC 
DISCOVERIES: A NEW AREA OF 

CONFRONTATION

Maria Carolina da bambina (1752-1814)
Disegno di Jean-Étienne Liotard, 1762, 
Musée d'art et d'histoire di Ginevra.

From Wikipedia

After  the  arrests  in  Florence  and  the  trial, 
there were no more active lodges in Tuscany 
and in the Papal State.

Hapsburg, with Francis I of Lorene his son Joseph 
II, showed a great toleration towards Freemasonry 
and the National Grand Lodge of Austria

In  Italy  in  Southern  regions,  the  presence  of 
Queen  Maria  Carolina  (1752  -  1814),  was  a  most 
relevant  one.  She  was  married  to  Ferdinando   I 
(1751 - 1825).



THE SECOND EXCOMMUNICATION 
 

“PROVIDAS ROMANORUM”  
 

IS AN ANTI-MASONIC BULL  
BY POPE BENEDICT XIV 

(PROSPERO LORENZO LAMBERTINI, 
 1675-1758),  

PUBLISHED ON THE 18TH OF MAY 1751. 

It was precisely this development in Campania and the 
rumors that Pope Lambertini was tolerant of 

Freemasonry that led to the second excommunication.



The Pope Corsini’s bull was valid, Benedict
confirmed and adopted it, by listing one by one all 
the reasons mentioned by Clement himself, 

commenting and reiterating them: 
-  the  existence  of  members  devoted  to  different 
religions, 
- the secrets and oaths, 
- the threat to the governmental laws, 
-  the  fact  that  other  Kings  banished  such 
organizations already.

PROSPERO LAMBERTINI – POPE BENEDICT XIV

Pierre-Hubert Subleyras, Papa Benedetto XIV, olio su tela, 
1746, Metropolitan Museum, New York
IMMAGINE TRATTA DA WIKIPEDIA

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_Subleyras
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittura_a_olio
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Museum_of_Art
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York


POPE BENEDICT CONFIRMS THE 
EXCOMMUNICATION OF CLEMENT XII

excommunication ipso facto

‘men of any religion and sect can unite with each 
other; it is clear what damage can be caused to 
the purity of the Catholic Religion'

‘we  confirm,  validate,  renew  and  will  and 
decree that it will have perpetual strength and 
efficacy for Our sure science

 in  the  fullness  of  Our  Apostolic  authority, 
according to the tenor of the same Constitution’



TWO GRAND PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTERS IN NAPLES: 
1740 Marchese des Marches per Savoia e Piemonte

1766 Niccolò de Manuzzi per l’Italia

1770 Cesare Pignatelli, Duca della Rocca [e di San Demetrio] per Napoli e la Sicilia

1773 Conte de Berney per il Piemonte

FOUR ITALIAN  

ENGLISH GRAND  

MASTERS 

INSCRIVED  

IN THE  

ENGLISH REGISTERS 

IN 1700

THE NEAPOLITAN SITUATION
ENGLISH FREEMASONRY IN ITALY IN THE 18TH CENTURY



THE ENGLISH LODGES IN NAPLES

“Perfect Union Lodge”. Authorised on 2 December 
1768 with no. 433 at the Infantry Regiment of Her 
Majesty of the Two Sicilies. 
"Well Chosen Lodge". Authorized on 26 April 1769 
with no. 444 in Naples. 
"Loggia  di  Napoli".  Authorized  on  6  March  1780 
under no. 525
"La Loggia della Verita". Authorized in 1781 with 
no. 440 in Naples



THE LODGE “PERFETTA UNIONE” WAS FIRST 
CONSTITUTED IN THE YEAR 1728 .... IT IS BELIEVED TO 
BE THE FIRST LODGE REGULARLY CONSTITUTED IN 
ITALY                                                  Copyright, and reproduced by permission, of the Museum of Freemasonry, London



Un d e r  C h a r l e s  I I I  f re e m a s o n r y  i n i t i a l l y 
developed, as it did in Tuscany  

The Pontiff Lambertini sent the bull  
 Jesuit  Francesco  Maria  Pepe  (1684-1759)  preach 
against the "sect", starting a real popular movement.

26 December 1750 Di Sangro presented the King 

2  July  1751,  the  King  issued  an  edict  against 
Freemasonry 

1 August,  Di Sangro wrote to the King, save the 
Freemasons from further persecution

CARLO FRANCOVICH: HISTORY OF ITALIAN FREEMASONRY  
The government of Charles III (1716-1788) - FIRST PHASES AND PERSECUTION

Ritratto di Raimondo di Sangro, principe di Sansevero   
From Wikipedia



Ferdinand IV succeded to Charles III and married Maria Carolina .

Maria Carolina  reduce the influence of Spain on the Kingdom of Naples 
encouraged the resumption of Masonic activities  

Two Grand Master: Niccolò de Manuzzi of Naples and Prince Cesare 
Pignatelli, duke of Rocca and San Demetrio

The Prince of Caramaico  detached the Loggia dello Zelo from London 
and founded a Gran Loggia Nazionale

The Prince of Ottajano obtained a license from the Duke of Luxembourg 
Founded a new Lodge, also open to women, where it seems that the Queen 
became a member

Ferdinand IV of Bourbon (1751-1825) 
and Maria Carolina Habsburg Lorraine 

(1752-1814): second phases and persecution

Francesco Maria Venanzio D’Acquino
Principe di Caramaico (1738 - 1795)

Immagine da Wikipedia 



CARLO FRANCOVICH: 
HISTORY OF ITALIAN FREEMASONRY 

Second phases: persecution

Bernardo Tanucci
(1698-1783) 

4º Segretario di Stato del 
Regno di Napoli

Immagine da Wikipedia

Prime  Minister  Tanucci,  in  agreement  with  the  King  of 
Spain and the Church
a  new  edict  dated  12  September  1775,  reaffirming 
condemnation of the 1751 edict - Charles III

Prince of  Caramaico and the Prince of  Feroleto,  publicly 
repudiated, the other silent

Investigation  by  Gennaro  Pallante  -  arrests  during  a 
meeting of a Lodge and trial

At the end of 1776, Tanucci was replaced by the Marquess of 
Sambuca,  whom Francovich indicates as being close to the Masonic 
cause. 



FRENCH FREEMASONRY EXPANDS TO ITALY 
AND IS MORE TUNE WITH 

THE ITALIAN RULING CLASSES

The subsequent diffusion is linked to the French presence: 
Napoleon, French Republics and  Kingdoms.

“Freemasonry was a tamed instrument. The Lodges 
became the antechambers of the Prefectures and 
the Army Commands". 

Mark of origin on Italian Freemasonry and will evidently 
attract the Italian ruling classes that will find continuity 
with the previous regimes

The English lodges ceased all activity
A different Freemasonry is born against which Queen 
Maria Carolina will fight


