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English Lodges in Italy in the 18th Century

In 2017 speculative Freemasonry (founded in 1717)  was celebrating its tercentenary. In 
September 2016, a colleague of mine and I took part into a conference on historical studies at 
the Queen College in Cambridge. The conference had been organized by the Quatuor 
Coronati Lodge (Tercentenary Conference on The History of Freemasonry - Celebrating 300 
Years of the Grand Lodge of England 1717 – 2017). Soon after, I could read the documentation 
preserved at the Library of the Grand Lodge of England and could have some copies. During 
two more stays in England, alongside with another scholar, I went on with my analysis on these 
documents and I started my research, which is still in progress.
Through my report, I would like to share information about this most important 
documentation found at the Library of the Grand Lodge of England. Please note, that the 
documents of the last 300 years in the archive in London are almost intact. On the contrary, in 
Italy regular persecutions, Fascist Era and post-war conflicts caused the loss or disruption of 
numerous papers.

Some of dates in the examined documents look immediately very important:

-1740, THE FIRST English Provincial Gran Masters in Italy: Marquis des 
Marches for Savoy and Piedmont;

- 1773 THE LAST English Provincial Gran Masters in Italy: Count de Bernay for 
Piedmont;

- 1862 Costantino Nigra, Grand Master of Grand Orient: first request for 
recognition after national unification sent to London (other requests from the 
GOI and from the other group «Piazza del Gesù» will follow);

- September 13th, 1972 the United Grand Lodge of England accords recognition 
to the Grand Orient of Italy - Grand Master Lino Salvini celebrates the event 
with a letter dated September 20th, 1972;

- May 7th, 1975 Keats and Shelly Lodge (GOI's English lodges) protests with the 
Grand Master against the P2 Lodge (as well as the newspaper «Il Messaggero», 
June 8th, 1981);

- June 9th, 1993 the United Gran Lodge suspends the recognition of the Grand 
Orient;

-September 8th, 1993 the recognition was permanently withdrawn;

-December 8th, 1993 the Regular Grand Lodge of Italy has been recognized.

From 1773 to 1972 no groups are granted recognition by London.

In 1972 the Grand Orient was recognized, in 1993 the recognition was withdrawn.

Looking at these dates, three questions inevitably spring to mind:

-What are the reasons for these events?

- Has the Catholic Church influenced this turn of events?
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-The Italian ruling class is influenced by the idea that the Catholic Church should 
have profane powers. Can this be considered as a core problem?

There are further factors affecting the expression of the Rite: the absence of the 
Rite, reduced to the minimum expression; the obsession for reciting the Rite 
almost as it were a dogma. Both attitudes trace back to the Catholic tradition.

In my report I try to answer these questions and to give new impetus to further 
research.

Some of the notes list all the English Lodges in Italy in the 18th century and, moreover, all the 
Provincial Grand Masters. The most relevant note was by the archivist and historian J. M. 
Hamill and gives us a useful insight into Italian Lodges recorded on U.G.L.E. registers. Here is 
the original text:

«English Freemasonry in Italy

English Provincial Grand Masters in Italy
1740 Marquis des Marches for Savoy and Piedmont
1766 Niccolò de Manuzzi for Italy
1770 Caesar Pignatelli, Duke of Rocca for Naples and Sicily
1773 Count de Berney for Piedmont

Lodges in Italy on the English Registers

Premier Grand Lodge
1768 Lodge of Perfect Union No. 433 in His Sicillian Majesties Regiment of Foot, Naples
1769 Well Chosen Lodge No. 444, Naples
1771 Lodge of Perfect Union No. 410, Livorno
1771 Lodge of Sincere Brotherly Love No. 412, Livorno
1772 Union Lodge No. 438, Venezia
1772 Loggia No. 439 (no name) Verona
1775 Loggia Saint Jean de la Nouvelle Esperance No. 479, Turin
1778 Loggia No. 510 (no name), Messina
1780 Loggia no. 525 (no name), Naples
1781 La Loggia della Verità No. 440, Naples
1782 Old British and Ligurian Lodge No. 444, Genoa
Antients Grand Lodge
1763 Loggia No. 117 (no name) at Livorno
1765 Loggia No. 138 (no name) at Salutation Tavern, Grand Street, Livorno.»

Hamill refers to the two main Italian Lodges, the one of the English in Florence and the one 
connected to the Stuarts in Rome:

Lucio Artini



«The Lodge at Florence

A great deal of speculative nonsense has been written about this lodge. It was never on the 
English Register, although many of its early members were Englishmen resident in 
Florence. There is little doubt that, like the four lodges which formed the premier Grand 
Lodge in 1717, the Lodge at Florence was self-constituted. In 1957 the manuscript diary 
and correspondence of one of its members (Dr. Antonio Cocchi) were found in the 
Biblioteca Medica of the University of Florence and throw a great deal of light on the 
workings of the lodge.
The Lodge was certainly in existence in 1732 and may have begun in 1730. The early 
membership was predominantly English but by 1738 appears to have been equally English 
and Italian. Prominent among the English members were Charles Sackville, Earl of 
Middlesex (late Duke of Dorset); Robert, 2nd Lord Raymond (GM of the premier Grand 
Lodge 1739); Dr. Martin Foulkes (Pres. Royal Society, Dep. GM 1724-25); Lord Montague; 
Sir Horace Mann; and possibly Horace Walpole.
Probably, the best-known Italian member was Tommaso Crudeli who, after the publication 
of the Papal Bull against Freemasonry (1738), was seized by the Inquisition, imprisoned 
and tortured to attempt to get him to implicate the Freemasons in Florence as political 
subversives and practitioners of disgusting rites.

The Jacobite Lodge at Rome

In 1800 the Minute book 1735-37 of a lodge in Rome was presented to the Archives of the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland. From the first minute it is clear, that this lodge was in existence 
before 1735. The members were predominantly Scottish and had either been exiled after 
the 1715 Jacobite Rebellion or were sympathizer of the Stuart Cause visiting the Young 
Pretender and his brother in Rome1 . Prominent amongst them, and last Master of the 
Lodge, was George Seton, 5th Earl of Wintoun [or Winton] who had been sentenced to 
death in 1716 but escaped from the Tower to Rome. Like the Lodge at Florence, the 
Roman Lodge was self-constituted but by Sots Masons in exile in Rome. It ceased meeting 
with the publications of the Papal Bull of 1738 condemning Freemasonry.»

In the correspondence dated 1886 between U.G.L.E. and the Anglia Lodge in Naples, we find 
that the first constituted Lodge in Italy which asked for a recognition by the English Lodge 
was the Lodge of “Perfect Union”. This Lodge was authorized to work in English and to use 
the English Rite:

«NB The Capitular Lodge Perfetta Unione was first constituted in the year 1728 under 
warrant from the Gr. L. of England as result from the report of the Trial of its members 
guilty of Freemasonry, before the Neapolitan Tribunals - existing in the state archives in 
Naples - it is believed to be the first Lodge regularly constituted in Italy.»
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Here is a description found in a further note in the English archives:

«Loggia della Perfect Union. Warranted 2nd December 1768 as. No.433 in the Sicilian 
Majesty’s Regiment of Foot at Naples. Became No. 368 (1770) . 283 (1781 ) and 237 (1792). 
Remained in Register to 1813 but had affiliated to the National Grand Lodge in 1776.»

The Anglia Lodge in Naples, alongside with the Anglo-Saxon Lodge in Rome 
(William Burgess), were two lodges belonging with the Communion of Piazza del 
Gesù, which supported its recognition at U.G.L.E:

According to this document, in Naples there were three more Lodges:

«Well Chosen Lodge. Warranted 26th April 1769 as No. 444 at Naples. Became No. 379 
(1770),  293 (1781) and 245 (1792) . Remained on Register to 1813 but it had affiliated to the 
National Grand Lodge in 1776.
Lodge at Naples. Warranted 6th March 1780 as No. 525. Became No. 431 (1781) and No. 346 
(1792). Remained on Register to 1813 but probably ceased working under the Royal Edict of 
c. 1783.
La Loggia della Verità. Warranted 1781 as No. 440 in Naples. Became No. 354 in 1792. 
Remained on Register to 1813 but probably ceased working under the Royal Edict of c. 1783.»

In Naples, the first Masonic Lodges started their works during the twenty years when the city 
was under the Austrian Crown power, namely from 1713 with the Treaty of Utrecht, through 
which the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, Charles VI ( 1685 - 1740) could extend his 
power on Spanish Netherlands, on the Kingdom of Naples (1713-1734), on the Duchy of Milan, 
and later on Sicily. In 1734, Austrian succession wars put an end to Hapsburg influence. After 
the defeat of Austrian troops, peace followed, and Naples and Sicily had been assigned to 
Charles of Spain (1716 - 1759), son of the King of Spain Philip V (1683-1746) and of his second 
wife, Elisabeth Farnese (1692 - 1766).

By analyzing these lists, it is immediately clear, that in the pre-unitary States, there were four 
English Provincial Grand Masters recognized in Italy, one of which for the whole Peninsula, 
and that they were in Naples and in Turin. After the National Unification, Freemasonry 
is never again granted similar recognitions.

In the 18th Century, the most important Freemasonic circles were in Piedmont, in the 
Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, and in the Lombardy-Veneto area. While in Tuscany, Leghorn 
played a relevant role, since the city showed a special Statute since 1591. The Statute was 
promoted by Ferdinand I of Medici ( 1549 - 1609), who issued the Le!i livornine (Leghorn 
laws). Afterwards, this situation became established thanks to the Costituzione Livornese 
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(Leghorn Constitution), and this is how the harbor in Leghorn turned out to be a multiracial 
entry-exit border, a cosmopolitan and multi-religious place2.

In 1700, enlightened Kings and reformers of the pre-unitary kingdoms who shared the goal to 
improve economic and life conditions of their subjects, considered Freemasonry and the 
connection to England as a factor of progress and improvement, both on an economic and on a 
social level. Nevertheless, their trend to reformation brought them into a conflict with the 
most conservative force in the Peninsula: the Roman Church.
The Catholic Church was, and always will be, internally divided into a “spiritual” part and a 
“profane” one, that is temporal power. On one hand, it shows an open attitude, for instance 
some priests and even cardinals participate to Freemasonic Lodges; on the other hand, it shows 
the most conservative and dogmatic aspect, aimed to maintain privileges and temporal power. 
The excommunication of Freemasonry is the symbol of a centuries-old conflict between the 
Catholic Church and political powers, and between the Catholic Church and other religions, 
first in line the Christian ones3. 

The Catholic Church had got not only a spiritual power, but also and above all political and 
economic influence, especially thanks to the territories and properties in its hands, which were 
usually managed in a very static and non-effective way; furthermore, the Church claimed the 
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2 History of the Jews in Livorno, from the website of the Jewish Community of Livorno http://moked.it/livornoebraica/
storia/:
«The Jewish Nation was undoubtedly the most numerous and the most important, both economically and culturally, 
among the various nations that resided in Livorno. The Jewish presence grew slowly between the end of the XVI century 
and the beginning of the XIX up to represent about 10% of the total population of the city. The Jews will hold in Livorno 
the brokerage and deposit business between the Levant, the Italian stock exchange areas and Northern Europe, taking 
advantage of the privileges granted by the Medicean influence in the city.
During the eighteenth century, with the change of the political-economic situation in the Mediterranean area, traffic 
acquired a more markedly North-South trend, especially between the Italian and North-African sides: Livorno became a 
reference stock exchange spot for trade with the Maghreb, where Jews used to have a large influence. They namely 
imported cereals, coral, leather, ostrich feathers, and exported various fabrics and artifacts. After 1830, also due to the 
French occupation of Algiers, traffic in the city substantially declined, alongside with the Jewish Nation influence.
The Livornine Constitutions (1591 – 1593) bestowed on Jews many privileges, in order to bring back the Spanish-
Portuguese Jewish community. This community gathered all Jews expelled from the Iberian Peninsula at the end of the 
XV century. The Livornine Constitutions allowed Livorno to achieve a much higher economic and cultural prosperity than 
any other Mediterranean community: Marranos (or crypto-Jews) were allowed to freely practice Judaism without being 
disturbed by the Inquisition; they were free to study and obtain academic qualifications, to possess properties, to reside 
in common neighborhoods (in Livorno there was never a ghetto), to settle in the city and freely leave taking their own 
assets with them, to print Jewish books, to administer autonomously justice in the cases involving Jews only. The 
bestowal of the Beliottazione – that is the approval by the Massari of the Nation of new comers – conferred ipso facto the 
title of Tuscan subjects and entitled them to diplomatic protection abroad. This explains the large number of Jews 
throughout the Mediterranean area who were, or still are, registered as "livornesi" (people from Leghorn).
The climate of tolerance and related freedom established with these privileges facilitated the flowering of Jewish studies 
for which Livorno became famous for at least three centuries: rabbis and scholars flocked to Livorno where they found a 
favorable environment, patrons willing to help them and to finance their studies and publications, to invest in education 
and Talmudic academies provided with remarkable libraries....»

3 This fact recalls similar cases in history. On one hand: the clash in 1700 between the multi-religious England under Elizabeth 
I and the Hannover Dynasty and the retaliation attempt of the Catholics through the Stuarts; the point of order of Clement 
XII and Benedict XIV regarding the agreements with several kings about excommunications; Locke’s and Voltaire’s toleration; 
the conflict between the experimental sciences of Galileo and Jesuit and Inquisition’s traditionalism. On the other hand: the 
conflict in 1200 involving a traditional pro-French Church with Frederick II, Melfi constitutions, as well an internal conflict 
within the Church itself between spiritual Catholics, Popes and intellectuals, those who respected Jews and wanted to find an 
agreement with orthodox Christians and who opposed pro-French factions and supporters of ecclesiastical supremacy on 
temporal powers.  



control on educational and cultural institutions, and at the same time, through Jesuits’ action, 
affirmed Aristotelian orthodoxy dominance over the new experimental sciences of Galileo 
Galilei (1564 - 1642) and his inheritance. 

A good example of the strategies of the Roman Church, is a letter from 16th of April 1739. In 
this letter, Cardinal Neri Maria Corsini (1685 - 1770), nephew of Clement XII (1652 - 1740) the 
Pontiff of the first excommunication of Freemasonry, asks the Archduke Francis of Lorraine4, 
who succeeded to the last heir of the De’ Medicis and who only recently settled in Florence, to 
act against the English Lodge. 
He pointed out the University of Pisa as main target, and those professors and students who 
followed Galileo’s ideas and considered the above -mentioned Lodge as a great reference point. 
The Inquisitor in the Grand Duchy, Father Paolo Ambrogio Ambrogi (1690 – unknown), 
Franciscan Inquisitor in Florence from 1727 to 1741, met with Lorraine in the following days, 
and asked him to speak out against those liberal Catholic ministers, who, following the 
instructions of the last governor of Medici Family, Gian Gastone (1671 - 1737) opposed to the 
enormous power of the Inquisition. Moreover, he asked for a search of Giuseppe Attias 
(1672-1745), a popular Jew in Leghorn, and to act against the Library of Baron von Stosch (1691 
- 1757) in Florence, the antiquarian. Those were places where Tuscan students and intellectuals 
used to gather to exchange ideas openly.

On one side, Ptolemy and Aristotle, on the other side Copernicus, Kepler and Galileo. These 
opposition involves not only the motion of the planets, but also a specific cultural order, and 
consequently a political and social one, as Locke and Voltaire will show later.

The Hapsburg, with the Freemason Francis I of Lorraine, husband of Maria Theresa 5, and his 
son Joseph II ( successor of Maria Theresa to the Austrian throne), showed a great toleration 
towards Freemasonry and the National Grand Lodge of Austria, which was a natural ally 
against Catholic Church privileges and temporal powers.

This toleration could apply in those Italian territories, that passed from Spanish domination to 
the Austrian one, especially in Lombardy and in Veneto, which was under the Republic of 
Venice.

In Southern regions, the presence of Queen Maria Carolina (1752 - 1814), daughter of Francis I 
and Maria Theresa, was a most relevant one. She was married to Ferdinand I (1751 - 1825).
In attempt to reinforce the bond between the Kingdom and Austria, she contributed to 
establish and boost Freemasonry in the Neapolitan area and in Sicily. Ferdinand I was Charles 
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4 Francis I 1708 - 1765, Holy Roman Emperor from 1745, could obtain the Crown of the Grand Duchy of Tuscany 
(1737-1765) after the wars of Polish Succession.

5 Maria Theresa 1717 – 1780, Holy Roman Empress. She was Archduchess ruler of Austria, Apostolic sovereign of 
Hungary, Bohemia, Croatia and Slavonia, Duchess of Parma and Piacenza, Duchess of Milan and Mantua and 
Grand Duchess consort of Tuscany and empress consort of the Sacred Roman Empire as wife of Francis I, 
formerly Duke of Lorraine with the name of Francis III Stephen.



III’s son (1716 - 1788) and ascended the throne of Spain, a Kingdom which had always been 
against Freemasonry.

Thanks to the scrutinized documents, we could ascertain that Freemasonic activity was 
particularly intense in the Neapolitan area: there was a National Grand Lodge and other 
Lodges connected to the recognized group in London, even though the groups in London had 
never been informed about all the Lodges formed in Southern regions.

In Piedmont and in Savoy, their proximity to France and Switzerland facilitated the 
development of lodges, which were particularly active in the Lyon area.

Thanks to the presence of enlightened kings, the bond between royal families and the Catholic 
Church had been stopped, although the latter tended to reaffirm it constantly. This same bond 
had been brought back after the French Revolution and the following Restoration time. In this 
way, both the lodges affiliated to London and the ones connected with French and German 
Freemasonic groups, gradually suspended their works.

In 1840 a resumption of activity is recorded. Once the National Unification had been achieved, 
several masonic constituent assemblies founded the Grand Orient of Italy, a body which 
brought together new Lodges and tried to unite the Freemasonries exiting in pre-unitary 
kingdoms.
This analysis focuses on the English Lodges in Italy only, although many other entities 
developed in 1700, whose examination is not included in this work.
For instance, some travelers sought the "unknown superiors" of those orders spreading in 
Northern Europe, but never found any traces6 of them.

National Unification – Rejection of recognition: The Regions

After the French revolution and the subsequent Restoration, in 1861 there were three Masonic 
centers in Italy: Palermo, with Giuseppe Garibaldi ( 1807 - 1882) at its head; Naples, with the 
leader Archpriest Domenico Angherà ( 1803 - 1873); and Turin, with Filippo Delpino ( 1779 - 
1860) in charge. 
After the national unification, the Grand Orient of Italy tried to unify old groups and new 
Lodges. In 1862 G. O. asked to be recognized from London, achieving the goal only 110 years 
later in 1972; its recognition was valid for twenty years, but was eventually withdrawn. From 
1993, the Regular Grand Lodge of Italy is recognized. Here are listed the acts that made it 
possible:
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the Order of the Temple. Probably, at that time the Bull of Chinon and the cards of the three cardinals who 
participated in the trial were known. Furthermore, the correspondences and the Popes’ bulls from 1200 were read 
and published, and many of them were favorable to the Templars. I believe it is possible that information from 
those studies leaked out and reinvigorated the legends about the order of the Temple, which were then reflected 
on the nascent Masonic Orders.



- Quarterly Communications of the U.G.L.E., 9th of June 1993, the recognition of the 
Grand Orient of Italy had been suspended;

- Quarterly Communications, 8th of September 1993, the recognition is revoked;
- Quarterly Communication, 8th of December 1993, the Board of General Purposes 

decided on supporting the Regular Grand Lodge of Italy. Subsequently, the Grand 
Lodge of England approved this decision.

At the beginning of the Nineteenth Century, one more Lodge was founded. It was present all 
over the country and it reported to the Supreme Council of Ancient and Accepted Scottish 
Rite. It was the so-called Piazza del Gesù and it was recognized by the International Scottish 
Rite, Americans included. This lodges as well asked for a British recognition and could almost 
reach its goal.
There are several reasons why it failed: partly because the Lodges managing it, had left the 
Grand Orient, since it was considered as an irregular body; partly because of a scandal 
involving the higher-ups, although only marginally. This event, namely, did not affect the 
recognition of International Assemblies of Scottish Rite, as showed by the acts in the 
Conference of Lausanne in 1922.

The documents in the London records clearly show that in 1862 and in the following years, it 
was exactly the Freemasonries coming from the most important pre-unitary centers that had 
to face up big difficulties to interact with the new Grand Orient.

An example is what happened to the Supreme Council of Scottish Rite in Turin, recognized by 
the international conferences of Scottish Rite. Only in 1887, thanks to the mediation of a great 
personality such as Adriano Lemmi (1822 - 1906), it could unite with the one of GOI. 
Lemmi himself was therefore designated as “Delegate Sovereign Grand Commander”.

In 1908 they separated again from the Grand Orient, and the group from Piazza del Gesù kept 
its international recognition of Scottish Rite, in line with the first recognition awarded in 
Turin.
In the records in London, we can then read a remarkable description of the situation in Rome 
in 18607: 

«Most of the historic names of the Risorgimento were enrolled on the pages of Italian 
Masonry. Giuseppe Garibaldi was initiated in 1844 in the “Refuge of Virtue” Lodge. Soon 
thereafter he became supreme head of the Masonry of Palermo. In 1861 there were three 
Masonic centers in Italy: Palermo, with Garibaldi at its head; Naples, with Domenico 
Angherà the leader; and Turin, with Delphino in charge. From the Island of Caprera, in July 
1862, Garibaldi sent the following message to Italian Masons:
“The present moments are supreme for our beautiful Italy, completely under-trodden by the 
foreigner and corrupted by the false priests of Rome. It in our business to reunite all the 
scatters subjects of the stricken land, that over the Campidoglio may wave, safe and 
glorious, the national banner. Our Brothers, both as citizens and Masons, must co-operate 
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to the end that Rome may belong to the Italians as the capital of a great and powerful 
nation. It will be useful if from now onwards all of us prepare ourselves to be ready when the 
appeal comes from our country. All who have Italian hearts must be furnished with arms and 
ready to fight for great attempt.”»

While, here is a quote about Garibaldi, speaking out against atheistic Freemasonry:
«While Garibaldi was embittered by the hostility of the Vatican to the great patriotic cause 
known as the Risorgimento, he was never irreligious. At the Naples Conference of 1869, 
when Masons from all over the Peninsula had been driven by the opposition of the Church 
into a materialistic attitude of mind, Garibaldi commandingly shouted: “I am of the religion 
of God”».

Indeed, the biggest opposition to the Grand Orient came from Naples, Turin and Palermo. 
I wondered several times about the reasons for this opposition; I can assume it was not based 
on personality, rather it was due to all the persecutions that pre-unitary Freemasonry had to 
undergo because of the Church and allied sovereigns. All those who took part into 
Freemasonry were necessarily strongly motivated.

Post-unitary Freemasonry is a Masonry of powers and management and it is inspired by that 
Freemasonry which thrived in the Age of Napoleon republics and kingdoms, most likely thanks 
to the support of the old pre-unitary upper classes to the new government in Piedmont – as 
wonderfully described in the novel Il Gattopardo (The Leopard): If we want things to stay as they are, 
things wi$ have to change8.

Italian upper classes were used to a system based on privileges deriving from a strong bond to 
ecclesiastical and aristocratic circles (therefore, nepotism and patronage). Apart from cultural 
acquiescence, they could not integrate with those cultural élites which shared Anglo-Saxon 
Freemasonry’s values and made the national unification possible. 
Such a political and cultural system deeply influenced our country, and its effects are still 
visible.

In London, the new Freemasonry immediately shows clear premises. 

There is one more letter from 1862, in which the Grand Secretary Gray Clarke of the Grand 
Lodge of England replied, in behalf of the Grand Master, Count of Zetland ( 1795 - 1873, 
Thomas Dundas, 2nd Earl of  Zetland, G. M. 1844-1870) to the letter from the Grand Master 
of the Grand Orient of Turin, Costantino Nigra (1828 - 1907), who was asking for recognition, 
sharing his opinion on English Freemasonry:
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unification of the Kingdom of Italy, followed by the Garibaldi's Thousands. 
Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa, Giangiacomo Feltrinelli Editore, 1958.



«The Grand Master of England desires me to offer you his congratulations in this auspicious 
event feeling answer that the diffusion of freemasonry in Italy will be beneficial to all classes 
of the community, and that a society like ours outside of any political movement and 
having for its object only the improvement of the mental and moral qualities of 
all who embrace its term requires but to be known to be appreciated. The grand 
master of England would be happy to receive some more particular information as to the 
manner in which the Grand Orient of Italy has been constitued than is contain ed in your 
letter. He would also be glad to know the number of lodges now under his authority and 
where they are situated and further request to may be furnished with a copy of law which it 
is governed, and the particulars degrees of Freemasonry that are sanctioned and contained».

This letter is in the archives in London and is attached on a report from 1972, through which 
the Grand Master of G.O.I, Lino Salvini, boast such recognition obtained by the Grand Lodge 
of England after 110 years from the first request by Costantino Nigra.

Salvini9 recalls the 13th of September 1972, the day when the English Grand Orient was given 
recognition. He claims the Grand Orient’s great success: «the Masonic wish for universality has 
come true through the recognition of Grand Orient’s regularity by the Grand Lodge of 
England». He stresses the fact that it took 110 years to obtain it.

Moreover, Salvini mentions G.O.I.’s expectation to become the only official representative 
body of Freemasonry, regardless of international recognitions, this being an indicator of the 
group in the past and still nowadays, even after losing such recognitions10 ; from a letter of 
Salvini:

«Although our legit origins and our right to territorial sovereignty were never questioned in 
our country, the United Grand Lodge of England had never recognized an Italian Masonic 
body…Today, our historical mission has been recognized as perfect: our long march across 
the desert is over. The Italian Freemasons can enter the promised land of certainty of rights 
and, from now on, they do not have to hope, because they can finally represent the Italian 
Freemasonry, which no faction will be able to divide or disrupt.»

Though, we know how it ended up.
Let’s go back to 1800, ten years after Nigra’s letter: Grand Master Giuseppe (1808 - 1880) sent a 
letter to London, once again to justify and explain the accusation of political involvement of 
the Grand Orient; the letter was written after the Freemasonic Congress in 1872, the first one 
in Rome and a moment of real unity for Italian Lodges.

Most of the members at the congress agreed on the need to align Italian Masonry to the 
Anglo-Saxon one, especially about politics and religion. Giuseppe Garibaldi was obviously 
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supporting Mazzoni and the pro-British faction. He could travel to England in 1864 and was 
warmly welcomed. Garibaldi was though concerned about a possible revenge coming from the 
Catholic fringe. Actually, this occurred when the Church supported the Fascist system and 
established an axis with Mussolini, a bond which remained strong until the fight about the 
Azione Cattolica (Catholic Action) and young people education.

At the congress in 1872, a faction supporting the idea of a “politicized” Masonry became quite 
popular, to the point that, during the meeting, a German member spoke out strongly to 
stigmatize this trend. After such events, Mazzoni sent a letter to London:

«Since, soon after the constitution of the Italian Masonic group by the constituent 
Assembly, gathering in Rome from 28th of April to the 3rd of May current year, we received 
no reply from Your Serene Grand Lodge to the circular and the sent documents, we were 
wondering about the soundness of some rumors. Based on these rumors, we believe that our 
Brothers of the English Masonry might have developed a sense of mistrust towards the 
members of our Italian Masonry.
We know that many of our Brothers from other European Communions consider 
Italian Freemasonry as simply a gym open to competitions and to the efforts of 
different political parties if this information was true, it might convey the idea 
that Italian Masonic Brothers are corrupted and are not respecting the great and 
noble traditions of the World Freemasons Brotherhood.»

Mazzoni maintains:

«Though, this assumption is not true, and the Italian Freemasonry had not deserved and will 
never deserve such an affront in front of its Brothers. Consequently, we believe that we 
have the right to strongly reject those harsh words with all our heart…»

The suspect of political commitment of Italian Freemasonry is a DISCREDIT.  

Afterwards, Mazzoni recalls the conflict with Freemasonry’s “secular enemy”, the Church: «we 
won a battle, but we did not defeat them yet», that is the reason why Italian Masons should 
anyway «watch out and have their weapons ready».

Basically, he is affirming that Freemasonry’s involvement in public matters is only related to the 
need to stop the Catholic Church and its real attempts to retaliate.  

In Italy, there is a kind of Freemasonry that did not take its own strength from the initiation 
path and from the international networks or brotherhoods. 
This Freemasonry is mostly atheistic and mainly active in the political field. Furthermore, it is 
meant to be an elitist and transversal place to facilitate agreements and business; this 
“Freemasonry” stems from the politicized one of the 19th Century and from the established 
habits of pre-unitary upper classes. These are places for immunity and privileges, favors and 
grants deriving from “membership” rather than from merits. A large part of the parties and 

Lucio Artini



Italian politics believe that this freemasonry that deals with business and politics, favors its 
members, is the one and only existing.

Such a strong presence in Italy of this sort of Freemasonry, in diverse forms and ways 
throughout the years, is not due to that Freemasonry recognized at international level by all 
the existing circles. It is rather Italian government and politicians’ fault. This reflecting 
traditional and structural flaws within pre-unitary upper classes.

During the Ancient Regime, ecclesiastical or noble classes members could live off incomes, 
could have special regulatory treatments, could obtain positions of power in public 
administrations and positions of great influence in general. The content was the result of 
shared values and of that culture which substantiate the whole Ancient Regime, namely the 
concept of membership within two main social classes and their holy legitimacy. While, the 
form was a mechanism substantiated by privileges, immunity, incomes, and the habit to 
reaffirm their membership system and heredity.

Indeed, Freemasonry was a disturbing element, because it supported free research and studies, 
and experimental sciences; moreover, at the same time, it was opposing the current dogma by 
promoting toleration and the recognition of people’s merits and real capabilities.

Nowadays, in our country, although in a different way, there are still forms of privileges, 
immunity and incomes, which are no longer based on the membership in ecclesiastical or 
noble classes, but rather in other groups.

In the magazine The Freemason, there is an article from the 9th of August 1924 with the title 
«Mussolini and Freemasonry – Latest fascist anti-masonic move». After relating the whole 
history of the Italian Freemasonry, it dissertates as follows:  «About 1880, Masonry in Italy 
was all-powerful. It controlled most of the important Government post, as the 
humbler positions in the public administration. Most of the historic names of the 
Risorgimento were enrolled on the pages of Italian Masonry.»

Describing the activities of two Italian Communions in the first post-war time, he concludes:
«Palermi’s Body is the National Grand Lodge of Italy, and it would appear to endeavor to 
follow the Antient Landmarks of the Order. But, as regards its origin, this is a very doubtful 
point, as it apparently was constituted by certain Lodges which seceded from Grand Orient 
of Italy, and during the War he was strongly suspected of being in league with the notorious 
Bolo and Caillaux, the former of whom was shot and the latter banished from France as 
convicted traitors.
Torrigiani’s Body is the Grand Orient of Italy, and is by far the strongest one. While its 
origins will bear investigation, there is no doubt that it has strong political tendencies, and 
has long waged a bitter war with the Roman Catholic Church.
English Masons, therefore, may fell another reason for rejoicing over the fact 
that they have never allowed themselves to be drawn into the vitriolic vortex of 
political strife.»
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The relations between the English and the Grand Orient in the first post-war period were so 
strained, that, while the Americans of Scottish Rite intervened several times supporting Piazza 
del Gesù, an exiled group formed in London, «the Border», complained about the Italians. 
Many newspaper articles found in the archives in London are proof of this. Here is an example 
with the title “Blow for Italian Freemasons - Not Welcomed in England After Suppression by 
Mussolini”:

«The Italian Freemasons, suppressed by Mussolini, have sought refuge in England, but 
Grand Lodge declines its blessing.
Officials of the Grand Orient of Italy in March wrote to the Grand Master of English 
Freemasons, stating that as they had been compelled to reconstitute themselves outside 
their own country, they had settled temporarily in London.
They added that they had no intention of disregarding the tradition of nationality by which 
Freemasonry was governed or the territorial rights which belonged to the Grand Lodge of 
England. They also asserted that they had no desire to make use of the sovereignty of the 
Grand Orient on the territory of the United Kingdom.
The Board of General Purposes, the “Cabinet” of English Freemasonry in its report to 
Grand Lodge for the meeting on June the 3rd, says that it has “viewed with surprise” the 
receipt of this letter, and has sent the following answer:
“The Statement in your letter that the Grand Orient of Italy has settled temporarily in 
London, has occasioned considerable surprise. I am instructed to protest the action of the 
Grand Orient which is contrary to the regular reason and usage and practice as understood 
by the Grand Lodge of England. It is regarded as a violation of Masonic jurisdiction.”
Some years ago Mussolini made it known that he did not object to Italian subjects joining 
lodges in England, as Freemasonry here is philanthropic and religious, and political subjects 
are not discussed in the lodges, as is the case in certain Continental countries.»

Under a certain point of view, the main problem in Italy is not that Freemasonry shows to be 
open to international relations to the major circles. It is rather the way in which Italian 
politicians, parties, and ruling classes are exploiting “freemasonry”, not vice versa. 
The situation has not changed even these days, although there are tens of groups claiming to 
be freemasons and to have been constituted in Italy. They are not bound to the world’s main 
circles and I would like to specify that I never got in contact with them. Therefore, I have no 
information about what they are taking care of, but I can affirm, that in the past there were 
only two or three of them. 

The question is now, why does it occur in Italy?
Namely, why in Italy Freemasonry is politicized, why politicians and ruling classes take 
advantage of Freemasonry to pursue their own goals, why public administrations are vulnerable 
to corruption, what kind of rules make the public powers govern in a discretional way, why 
again our universities are in decay – as shown by many recent scandals. All these factors are 
incredibly significant in our so-called 2nd Republic.

Lucio Artini
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DOCUMENTS MENTIONED 
IN THE REPORT 

The first Freemasonic lodges set up peacefully in Italy, even in Rome itself. Factors such as the 
Enlightenment movement, frequent travels, scientific findings and knowledge coming to 
Europe from faraway countries encouraged sovereigns’ reforming trend. The Catholic Church 
(even though internally divided)  was regarded as a brake on scientific, economic and business 
development.
A first stop to Freemasonry came from the excommunication decided by Pope Clement XII. 
(1652 - 1740) Unfortunately, we cannot investigate the complex reasons for the 
excommunication in this work.
Despite a first temporary spread of Freemasonic Lodges, after the French Revolution, 
Napoleon supremacy and the related chaos, sovereigns reaffirmed their bond to the Church. 
Therefore, Inquisition could start persecuting again. 
In the papers of the Library and Museum of Freemasonry in London we can find the names of:
- 4 ENGLISH PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTERS
- PREMIER GRAND LODGE 11 LODGES
-ANTIENTS GRAND LODGE 2 LODGES
-

In a note dated 1886 we can read that: 
“The Capitolar Lodge Perfetta Unione was first constituted in the year 1728 ....It is believed be 
the first Lodge regularly constituted in Italy”.

              
Historical Correspondence, Italy, letter Chapter Perfect union dated June 5, 1886.

'Copyright, and reproduced by permission, of the Library and Museum of Freemasonry, London.' 



The Italian peninsula was divided into various kingdoms, including the State of the Church. In 
1770 it passed from a Spanish to an Austrian domination.
Austria was allied with England, which at that time was governed by the Hannover dynasty. 
The English Crown was practicing a reformed religion, while the Pope was working hard to 
bring the Stuarts back to the throne.

Image taken from Wikipedia



In Southern regions, the presence of Queen Maria Carolina (1752 - 1814), daughter of Francis I  
(1708 - 1765) and Maria Theresa ( 1717 - 1780), was a most relevant one. She was married to 
Ferdinand I (1751 - 1825).
In attempt to reinforce the bond between the Kingdom and Austria, she contributed to 
establish and boost Freemasonry in the Neapolitan area and in Sicily. Ferdinand I was Charles 
III’s son (1716 - 1788) and ascended the throne of Spain, a Kingdom which had always been 
against Freemasonry.
Thanks to the scrutinized documents, we could ascertain that Freemasonic activity was 
particularly intense in the Neapolitan area: there was a National Grand Lodge and other 
Lodges connected to the recognized group in London, even though the groups in London had 
never been informed about all the Lodges formed in Southern regions.
All the letters we found in London tracing back to that period were written in English or 
French. In the following century many letters sent to London will be written in Italian.

It was difficult to send letters from Naples to London, therefore the Duke of Sandemetrio 
asked Bartolomeo Ruspini (1728 - 1813) to be a liaison between the two cities. 
Ruspini was a famous Italian Mason in London. He founded the Royal Masonic Trust for Girls 
and Boys, that still exists nowadays.

         



Historical Correspondence, Italy letter from the Duke of Sandemetrio Pignatelli to Bartolomeo 
Ruffini sent from Naples to London dated 21 February 1796. 'Copyright, and reproduced by 

permission, of the Library and Museum of Freemasonry, London.'

One of the most studied organizations is the English Lodge in Florence.
It was never on the English Register, although many of its early members were Englishmen 
resident in Florence. There is little doubt that, like the four lodges which formed the Premier 
Grand Lodge in 1717, the Lodge in Florence was self-constituted.
The Lodge was certainly in existence in 1732 and may have begun in 1730. The early 
membership was predominantly English, but by 1738 it appears to have been equally English 
and Italian.
The first excommunication of Freemasonry wanted by Pope Clement XII (1652 - 1740), was 
closely connected to the activities of this Lodge. The Pope belonged to the Florentine family 
Corsini.
The Lodge used to meet at two restaurants – one of two belonging to Giovanni Collins.
When being interrogated by the Inquisition, he declared that he arrived in Florence in 1715 and 
that he had already been "Frimison" in England. As a matter of fact, in London, he was at 
Jacopo Giraldi’s (1663-1738) service, who was the ambassador of the Grand Duke. Collins was 
catholic and for this reason he was protected by Giraldi. When Giraldi returned to Florence, 
he went with him.
Once there, he received a pension of 10 scudi from the Grand Duke Cosimo (Cosimo III dei 
Medici - 1642 - 1723), and could open his hotel in via Ghibellina, that became a reference point 
for many foreigners, especially for English people. It is the place where some Masonic 
meetings were held as witnessed on the 11th of July 1739 by Collins himself at the Sant'Uffizio, 
during the investigations on Tommaso Crudeli (1702 - 1745). 
Other meetings were held in another hotel in di Maggio street, named "Monsù Pasciò".
In Florence, in Baldesseroni family’s archive there is an invitation card to a public walk held by 
the Florentine Freemasons on the 1st of October 1732:



"September the 30th, 1732
Greetings to a! the Brothers of the Most Honorable Society of Freemasons. By means of these signs and 
symbols you are asked to be at Vi!a of Settignano at 12 o'clock, or at thirteen in Maniano, "om where in 
regular procession, provided with gloves, aprons and everything needed, we wi! march to Fiesole, where, 
a$er examining the buildings, the colonnades and other noble remains of our Art built in ancient times by 
our Brothers, the ancient Romans, by strict Masonic rules, you wi! return to Maniano for re"eshments.
Then you wi! regularly proceed to Vi!a of Settignano where we order the Lodge to be held. "

There was no hostility towards Freemasonry, that was mostly considered similar to many 
Academies thriving in those years. Its members were seen as extravagant English.
From the documentation in the Florence State Archives we can see the reason for the clash 
between Church and Freemasonry.
Particularly interesting is a letter from May 1739 by Minister Abbot Giovanni Antonio 
Tornaquinci ( marquis and abbot, 1680-1764), State Secretary. He informs the Grand Duke, 
about Crudeli’s arrest, as well as about the failed imprisonments: he confirms that Cerretesi’s 
arrest failed after the British Resident protested against it, and he therefore suggests to 
overlook it, since the main goal of the Roman Court was to have Stock (Philipp von Stosch - 
1691 - 1757) expelled, due to his position as English spy.
Apart from the arrests, the Inquisitor asked to search Giuseppe Attias (1672- 1745) the Jew’s 
apartments in Leghorn, where “he suspected they might find bad books”, aiming to attack 
once more the Jewish community in Tuscany by undermining a leading figure in Leghorn.
Due to his knowledge, Attias was a highly respected Jew, he was maybe the most estimable one 
in Tuscany, honored by Grand Dukes with many privileges, among which to be the only 
Israelite in the Grand Duchy to possess a sword and club. Leghorn Harbor richness has derived 
from the big flow of people of different background and showing mutual toleration in religious 
matters; the Inquisitor’s action would have alienated merchants and trade.



          

Florence State Archives – Council of Regency  - File 339 papers 1/5 - front and back – Letters of 
Abbot Giovanni Antonio Tornaquinci,Secretary of State, to the Grand Duke Francis Stephan of 

Lorene
The Inquisition interrogators, also coming from Florence, seem to be very interested in what 
happened in Baron Von Stock’s circle. 
This way, we can understand what the Inquisitor aimed to know.

 

Florence State Archives - Concil of Regency - 
File 340 papers 12, 13,14,15 - front and back 

April 5, 1739 witnesses on what 
happened in the living room of Baron Von Stock -

 



With the end of the Napoleonic wars and the Restoration, the Kings of the Italian States 
reaffirm their ancient ties with the Catholic Church, and Inquisition resumed its fight against 
Freemasonry.
Angelo Teppati, a colonel of Piedmonts artillery, tells about the persecutions he underwent 
because of the Inquisition.

Historical Correspondence, Italy letter from Colonel Angelo Teppati persecuted by the Inquisition 
probably 1815/1820 - 'Copyright, and reproduced by permission, of the Library and Museum of 

Freemasonry, London.'



In 1700, the enlightened and reforming sovereigns of the pre-unitary kingdoms, driven by the 
intent to improve the economic and living conditions of their subjects, saw in Freemasonry 
and in England factors of development. However, this propensity to reform led them to 
confront the main element of conservation in the peninsula: the Catholic Church. With the 
Restoration the reforming impulses got stopped and the axis with the Church re-established.

In the English documents, Carlo Alberto Savoia-Carignano (1798 - 1849)  shows as the 
Sovereign who approached Freemasonry again. Its region, Piedmont, will become protagonist 
of the Italian Risorgimento.

After national unity the first request for recognition at the Grand Lodge of England was sent 
in 1862 by the Grand Master Constantino Nigra . 

In December 1864 the statutes of the Grand Orient of Italy were transmitted.

The Grand Secretary Gray Clarke of the Grand Lodge of England replied, in behalf of the 
Grand Master Count of Zetland, to the letter from the Grand Master of the Grand Orient of 
Turin, Costantino Nigra (1828-1907):

«The Grand Master of England desires me to offer you his congratulations in this auspicious 
event feeling answer that the diffusion of freemasonry in Italy will be beneficial to all classes of 
the community, and that a society like ours outside of any political movement and 
having for its object only the improvement of the mental and moral qualities of all 
who embrace its term requires but to be known to be appreciated.» 

Many conferences were held, to which the old Masonic organizations and the new Lodges were 
invited, but until 1872 there were no great results.

Despite the commitment of Giuseppe Garibaldi and the people related to him, such as 
Ludovico Frapolli, until the 1872 Rome conference, Italian Freemasonry could not find a 
concrete unity.

In May 1865 a Constituent Assembly was held in Genoa: De Luca was elected Grand Master 
and Garibaldi proclaimed Honorary.

In June 1867 a new constituent assembly was held in Naples: he was elected Grand Master 
Filippo Cordova, and Added Ludovico Frapolli, who will replace him when Cordova will be 
forced to resign. Frapolli in 1868 succeeded in bringing together the Symbolic Orient of Milan.

The Sicilians still remained hostile to the union: as a protest, Garibaldi resigned from the 
Supreme Council of Palermo.

The activity of Garibaldi and his men continued tirelessly

The general's journey to London in 1864 was a huge success while Frapolli helped to found the 
Grand Orient of Greece.



Historical Correspondence, Italy - 'Copyright, and reproduced 
by permission, of the Library and Museum of Freemasonry, 

London.'

Garibaldi twice tried to conquer Rome but was stopped by 
the Savoys (wounded in one leg) and by French soldiers.

In 1862 Garibaldi left Sicily for Rome. The Government 
decided to intervene with timing and in a resolute manner. 

Thus the General was stopped by the Piedmontese troops on the Aspromonte where he was 
wounded and, later, he was arrested.





Historical Correspondence, Italy - letter from the Grand Master Petroni of the Grand Orient dated October 2, 
1882 ‘Copyright, and reproduced by permission, of the Library and Museum of Freemasonry, London.'

We should not forget that the UGLE did not recognize the Grand Orient and that if we look 
at the proceedings of the Scottish Rite conference in Washington (1912), also published in Italy, 
we find the name of De Milbitz.

Aleksander Izenschimid De Milbitz ( 1800 - 1883) was a Polish soldier and patriot, who 
cooperated to the defense of the Roman Republic and was general during Garibaldi’s time in 
the Expedition of the Thousand.

Timoteo Riboli (1809-1895), heir of De Milbitz, remained Sovereign Grand Commander in the 
Unified Supreme Council:          





In the first congress held in Rome, the motion aiming to commit Italian Freemasonry had been 
defeated by a vote – the current German delegate had opposed this motion.

    

Historical Correspondence, Italy - letter of the Grand Master of the Grand Orient of Italy Giuseppe 
Mazzoni dated December 3, 1872- 'Copyright, and reproduced by permission, of the Library and 

Museum of Freemasonry, London.'

The Grand Master strongly affirms that the suspect of political commitment of 
Italian Freemasonry is a DISCREDIT:

«...We know that many of our Brothers from other European Communions 
consider Italian Freemasonry as simply a gym open to competitions and to the 
efforts of different political parties. If this information was true, it might convey 
the idea that Italian Masonic Brothers are corrupted and are not respecting the 
great and noble traditions of the World Freemasons Brotherhood.»



Su concessione del Ministero dei Beni e delle Attività 
Culturali e - Biblioteca Marucelliana di Firenze -  

"Processi verbali della Assemblea massonica 
Costituente" Roma anno 1872 copertina (7.H.IV.193). 
Divieto di riproduzione o duplicazione con qualsiasi 

mezzo

In its internal debate, Italian Freemasonry, in 1872 prevents positions against a political role. In 
1907 everything has changed. The change seems to be obvious in the documents published by 
the periodical Masonic Review (Rivista Massonica) of the GOI.

What follows is about the Tuscan Regional Conference, held on Saturday, December the 29th, 
1906. Here is the agenda: 1) Religious Congregations in Tuscany; 2) Anti-clerical action in small 
towns and in the countryside; 3) Electoral strategies in administrative and political elections in 
the Municipalities and Colleges of Tuscany.

Moreover, the assembly detects a discordance between the quality of the Mason and that of a 
minister of a cult; this information shows in an anticlerical democratic newspaper.

Many Tuscan Masons belonged to the reformed religions and were ministers of their cults.

Meeting of the Council of the Order on the 5th of May 1907: “RESOLUTION, The Lodges of 
the Italian Communion must deal with all the interesting issues of the political life of the 
country, both if submitted by the Great Orient for study, or if indicated for propaganda and 
agitation in the profane world [...]".



Su concessione del Ministero dei Beni e delle Attività Culturali  - Biblioteca Nazionale di Firenze - Rivista 
Massonica -raccolta per l’anno 1907 – Divieto di riproduzione.

The Grand Master of the Grand Orient then tried to influence the activity of the Freemasons 
deputizing the Parliament by conditioning their votes and in an episode, that had a vast 
resonance, promoted a "Masonic trial" towards the deputies who had not obeyed him.

Su concessione del Ministero dei Beni e delle Attività Culturali  - Biblioteca Nazionale di Firenze - Rivista 
Massonica -raccolta per l’anno 1907 – Divieto di riproduzione.



In 1700 we find four groups recognized by London, but from 1773 we pass to 1972 
and we note that the English are reluctant to recognize Italian Freemasonry after 
national unity, just as there are problems by pre-unit groups to merge into the new 
Great Orient.

The probable reasons lie in the different roles: the Freemasons of the 1700s were 
highly motivated and culturally prepared, often subjected to persecution and trials, 
as were the patriots who fought for national unification but mostly democratic and 
linked to Giuseppe Mazzini (1805 - 1872) and to Giuseppe Garibaldi ( 1807 - 1882), 
they were then put aside in the new Kingdom, where the politicians of the political 
right tended to insert into the new state the old ruling classes with their strengths 
and weaknesses.

Moreover, as the writings coming from London repeatedly notice, the new Freemasonry is a 
group formed by the ruling class and which controls a large part of it, a network of 
relationships that perplexes the exponents of British Freemasonry who come into contact with 
us.

When the City of Palermo wanted to commemorate the expedition of 1000, the Interior 
Ministry made a special investigation to find where they had finished the 1084 that followed 
Garibaldi.

Rome Central State Archives -  - 
File: The thousand of Garibaldi 

Giovanni Battista Cambiaghi
a relative of mine



       

Among the English documents we find an article published in the magazine «The Freemason», 
dated 9th of August 1924. The author summarizes the history of Italian Freemasonry since 1860, 
he explains the reasons for the lack of an English recognition and concludes describing the 
activities of two Italian Communions in the first post-war time:

«Mussolini’s(Benito Mussolini 1883 - 1945) opposition to the Torrigiani ( Domizio Torrigiani 
1876 - 1932) branch of Masonry is due mainly to its political activities, while the absence of any 
expressed hostility on his part, to the Palermi  (Raul Vittorio Palermi 1864 - 1948) Masonry is 
undoubtedly due to the fact that the Palermi branch rigidly excludes anything of a political 
nature from its Lodges, adhering more strictly tom the American Masonic forms and ideals....

About 1880, Masonry in Italy was all-powerful. It controlled most of the important 
Government post, as the humbler positions in the public administration... [...] 
Palermi’s Body is the National Grand Lodge of Italy, and it would appear to endeavor to follow 
the Antient Landmarks of the Order. But, as regards its origin, this is a very doubtful point, as 
it apparently was constituted by certain Lodges which seceded from Grand Orient of Italy, and 
during the War was strongly suspected of being in league with the notorious Bolo and Caillaux, 
the former of whom was shot and the latter banished from France as convicted traitors.

Torrigiani’s Body is the Grand Orient of Italy, and is by far the stronger one. While its orgin 
will bear investigation, there is no doubt that it has strong political tendencies, and has long 
waged a bitter war with the Roman Catholic Church.



English Masons, therefore, may fell another reason for rejoicing over the fact that 
they have never allowed themselves to be drawn into the vitriolic vortex of political 
strife.»

        

Country File Italy,  article taken from The Freemasons magazine entitled "Mussolini and 
Freemasonry", dated August 9th 1924 'Copyright, and reproduced by permission, of the Library and 

Museum of Freemasonry, London.' 

The Freemasonry of Piazza del Gesù saw within it numerous exponents of the Evangelical 
Churches in Italy, with the agreement between Mussolini and the Vatican resumed the activity 
against the Evangelical groups so also the group of Palermi was strongly opposed. 

Recently, Pope Francis himself apologized for the role played by Church representatives 
against evangelicals during fascism.

But this is a story yet to be written.

The Freemasonry of Piazza del Gesù was recognized by the Conferences of the Scottish Rite 
and was present in Washington in 1912 and in Lausanne in 1922.



       

WASHINGTON 1912 from the list of the 29 Supreme Councils present at the conference:

    

Su concessione del Ministero dei Beni e delle Attività Culturali - Biblioteca Nazionale di Firenze  Era 
Nuova anno 3° nr. 12 del  24-12-1912 (Riv i 836). Divieto di riproduzione o duplicazione con qualsiasi 

mezzo

The relations between the English and the Grand Orient in the first post-war 
period were so strained while the Americans Scottish Rite intervened several times 
supporting Piazza del Gesù (not recognized by London), that when an exile group 
formed in London the Border complained about to the Italians may 26, 1931:

“The Italian Freemasons, suppressed by Mussolini, have sought refuge in England, but Grand 
Lodge declines its blessing.

Officials of the Grand Orient of Italy in March wrote to the Grand Master of English 
Freemasons, stating that as they had been compelled to reconstitute themselves outside their 
own country, they had settled temporarily in London.



They added that they had no intention of disregarding the tradition of nationality by which 
Freemasonry was governed or the territorial rights which belonged to the Grand Lodge of 
England. They also asserted that they had no desire to make use of the sovereignty of the 
Grand Orient on the territory of the United Kingdom.

The Board of General Purposes, the “Cabinet” of English Freemasonry in its report to the 
Grand Lodge for the meeting on June the 3rd says that it has “viewed with surprise” the receipt 
of this letter, and has sent the following answer:

«The Statement in your letter that the Grand Orient of Italy has settled temporarily in 
London, has occasioned considerable surprise. I am instructed to protest against the action of 
the Grand Orient which is contrary to the regular reason and usage and practice as understood 
by the Grand Lodge of England. It is regarded as a violation of Masonic jurisdiction.”

Some years ago Mussolini made it known that he did not object to Italian subjects joining  
lodges in England, as Freemasonry here is philanthropic and religious, and political subjects are 
not discussed in the lodges, as it is the case in certain Continental countries.»

Country File Italy,  clippings of newspaper articles dated May 26, 1931 'Copyright, and reproduced 
by permission, of the Library and Museum of Freemasonry, London.' 

Once again we can understand the reasons for British behavior from the 
documents.

The probable reasons are two.

The Grand Orient was considered close to the Grand Orient of France attended in 
the Paris World War I Conference, which also speaks of the Cambridge Magazine.



At the same time, alongside the masons persecuted and killed, others will gradually 
take on important roles during the years of fascism, the most significant case being 
that of the economist Alberto Beneduce (1877 - 1944).

        

Rome Central State Archives - Ministero dell’Interno - Documenti Sequestrati alla Massoneria 
Busta n. 1  -  unauthorized reproductions are prohibited

Also in the papers of the State Archives of Rome we find a correspondence between Ulysses 
Bacci ( 1846 - 1935) and the Chief of the Fascist Police (Arturo Bocchino - 1880 - 1940) with 
whom Bacci calls for an inquiry into the G.O.I. heritage promptly arranged, an episode that 
detects relationships between former G.O.I. exponents and fascist hierarchies.

Alongside the persecuted there were perhaps men who in one way or another bind significantly 
to the Fascist regime.



Rome Central State Archives - Ministero dell’Interno - Documenti Sequestrati alla Massoneria 
Busta n. 1  -  unauthorized reproductions are prohibited

Ulysses Bacci asked the Chief of Police of the Fascist government to request an investigation of how 
the heritage of the Grand Orient was sold, with this letter thanks him for what he did.

Pope Pius XI ( 1857 - 1939) himself in a famous encyclical, "We Do not Need", in which he 
protested against the closing of the Catholic Action circles by the Fascist Government, while 
recognizing what positive Fascism had done to the Catholic Church, had lamented a renewed 
role of Freemasonry in the Fascist Government:1

«The Clergy, the Episcopate, and this same Santa Sede have never disregarded how in all these 
years it has been done with the benefit and advantage of Religion; in fact they have often 
expressed vivid and sincere gratitude ... We have already said that we will preserve and cherish 
and perennial memory and gratitude for what was done in Italy with the benefit of Religion, 
even if with not less, and perhaps greater, benefit of the party and of the regime.». 

Then he continues: 

«We can not We, Church, Religion, Catholic faithful (and not only us) be grateful to 
those who after putting out socialism and Freemasonry, our enemies (and not ours 
only) declared, has so widely readmitted, as everyone sees and regrets , and facts as 
much stronger and dangerous and harmful as the most disguised and together favored 
by the new currency.».

1 "We Do not Need" is an encyclical letter of Pope Pius XI, promulgated on June 29, 1931, written in defense 
of Italian Catholic Action following the attempts of the fascist regime to eliminate it. Papa Pio XI - 
Enciclica papale nº: XIX del 29 giugno 1931.  
The same Pius XI on February 13, 1929 had given a speech during a hearing granted to professors and 
students of the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart in which he had defined Mussolini as "the man whom 
Providence brought us to meet".



Fascism played a fundamental role in the deconstruction of Italian Freemasonry and in the 
restoration of the priority axis between the Italian State and the Catholic Church

These are all work hypotheses that may allow us to understand, even 
through the study of the documents of the English, French and 
American archives, what the true history of Italian Freemasonry is.



Florence State Archives - Concil of Regency - 
File 340 papers 12, 13,14,15 - front and back 

April 5, 1739 testimonies on what was discussed 
in the living room of of Baron Von Stock 







Florence State Archives - Concil of Regency - 
File 339 papers 56, 57, 58,59, 60, 61, 62 - front and back 

August 18, 1739 letter from the Count of Richcourt 
to the Grand Duke Francesco Stefano di Lorena 







Su concessione del Ministero dei Beni e delle Attività Culturali  - Biblioteca Nazionale di Firenze - Rivista 
Massonica -raccolta per l’anno 1907 – Divieto di riproduzione. 

THE GRAND ORIENT  AND POLITICS IN ITALY 1907-1908



GRAND ORIENT NOT WELCOMED IN ENGLAND

                       
Country File Italy,  clippings of newspaper articles dated May 26, 1931 'Copyright, and reproduced 

by permission, of the Library and Museum of Freemasonry, London.' 



IL MESSAGGERO, Monday 8 June 1981, 

«Foreign Lodges. Five years ago, English, American and French «brothers» repeatedly asked 
for the dissolution of P2: for them it has always been an anomalous association»
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